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Abstract

Straddling the divide between the private and pugpheres, “interpersonal violence” is a means
of resolving conflict and/or punishing the victihmough violence when relationships come
under strain. One main sub-type of interpersor@kwice is that perpetrated by intimate partners
or family-members; in its most extreme case, suclence is lethal. This paper, based on
findings included in the UNODGIobal Sudy on Homicide 2013, discuses intimate
partner/family-related homicide as a componentiofience against women. UNODC finds that
intimate partner and family-related violence digdionately affects women to the extent that,
in some countries, most female victims of homiade killed by their intimate partners or family
members. At global level, almost half of all femhatemicide victims are killed by these
perpetrators, whereas the figure for men is just dvin 20 homicide victims. Although the rate
of intimate partner/family-related homicide is heghn Africa and the Americas than in other
regions, it accounts for a larger share of totahioade victims in Asia, Europe and Oceania.
This type of homicide is remarkably stable at gldeeel, varying little year to year. The
enduring risk factors for intimate partner/famitated homicide may explain some of this
stability in prevalence; when not addressed thraugitviolent mechanisms of reconciliation,
conflicts and disputes between couples or in fagolytexts can have violent outcomes,
especially when certain concomitant factors or &aralare involved, such as power relations
based on gender, or patterns of alcohol abuseughrthe lens of homicide statistics collected at
the global level, this paper examines lethal viokeperpetrated by intimate partners and family-
members.
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